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God’s Foolishness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what do you think 
was Pastor Sarah’s main point? Do you agree? If so, why? If not, why 
not? 
 
 
 
 
My Story 
 
1. Do you have a comfort movie or tv show – one that you put on in the 

background while you’re doing other things because you know it so well 
that you don’t even need to give it your full attention to know what’s 
going on? What is it, and what makes it so comforting? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. If you could have any fictional character as a best friend, who would it 
be? What is it about this person that makes you want to be best friends 
with them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Tell your ‘life story’ in 30 seconds or less. Where did you grow up? What 

was the makeup of your family of origin? What led you here to 
Knoxville? 
 
 
 
 

  

GROWTH GROUP HOMEWORK 
For the week of February 1, 2026 



Digging Deeper  
 

1. Paul says that proclaiming Christ crucified is “a stumbling block to the 
Jews and foolishness to gentiles.” Read Acts 17:1-9. Why do you think 
the message that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer, die, and rise 
from the dead problematic? Did all Jews respond the same way? Why 
were some of them jealous, do you think?  

 
 
 
 

Now read Acts 17:10-15. Compare the reaction of the Jews in this 
passage to those in the last passage. Why do you think they were more 
receptive to Paul’s message? How is this a model for when we are 
confronted by new or different teachings? 
 
 
 
 
Now read the next section, Acts 17:16-21. Why do you think the gentile 
philosophers were confused and befuddle by Paul’s message? What is 
their reaction to Paul’s message? How is this a model for when we are 
confronted by new or different teachings? 
 
 
 
 
Now read the final section in this chapter, Acts 17:22-34. How does Paul 
adjust his message for a different (non-Jewish) audience? What are the 
different reactions Paul receives? How does this help us to share our own 
particular message about the Good News of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

2. In James 3:13-17, James talks about the world’s wisdom versus God’s 
wisdom. Why might people who follow the ways of worldly wisdom think 
that Godly wisdom is foolish? 
 
 

 
 

Which of these Godly attributes do you think Christians seem to be doing 
the best job of in our country today? Which would you say is the most 
lacking? Why? 
 
 
 
 



 
3. Read Job 28:12-28. What does this passage teach us about the source 

of true wisdom? 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking It Home 
 
4. Where do you see the “world” celebrating “wisdom” that contradicts the 

message of the cross? What is the result of following such wisdom? Why 
do you think this is? 
 
 
 
 
 
In what ways is the message of the cross “foolishness” in our culture? 
Where do you see people in our culture proclaiming Jesus, but not the 
message of the cross? Why do you think this is? What does it look like to 
proclaim or live the “foolish” message of the cross? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does the realization that God calls the weak to display his power (1 
Cor. 1:27) affect your view of your own inadequacies? 
 
 
 
 
 
What does it mean to “boast in the Lord” rather than in personal 
achievements or personal accomplishments? What would that look like in 
your life? What would that look like in your life this week? 

 
 
 
 


