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The Bible

▪ Library of 66 books

▪ Written over 1100 years

▪ Many different genres/types of literature

▪ Many different authors/styles

▪ Number of different audiences/reasons 



PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION



THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN
INTERPRETING THE BIBLE

Genre is important It’s a product 

of its time

Unique perspective 

(Minority report)

Not neutral

(Meant to persuade)

Focus on the 

proper story

Focus on the 

proper questions

Focus on the 

proper purpose



TWO TOOLS FOR INTERPRETATION

Internal 

Consistency
Context



TWO BIG IDEAS

Faithfulness

Love



1.God is with us

2.God is most concerned with 

the least, last, and lost

3.God loves us

4.God is bigger than we expect

FOUR 
CENTRAL 

THEMES IN 
SCRIPTURE



LET THE BIBLE INTERPRET THE BIBLE



TYPES OF 
CONTEXT TO 

CONSIDER

Narrative

Historical

Literary

Cultural



THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN FOR US…

…BUT IT WASN’T WRITTEN TO US.



TYPES OF 
CONTEXT TO 

CONSIDER

Narrative



20Wherever two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there among them.

- Matthew 18:20



15If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out 

the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 

you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one 

or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed 

by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses 

to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 

listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a 

tax-collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 

anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For 

where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

them. - Matthew 18:15-20



1Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.

- Matthew 7:1



1Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2For with the 

judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you 

give will be the measure you get. 3Why do you see the speck in 

your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own 

eye? 4Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the 

speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your own eye? 5You 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you 

will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.

- Matthew 7:1-5



NEVER READ A BIBLE VERSE

Always read the paragraph.



TYPES OF 
CONTEXT TO 

CONSIDER

Narrative

Historical



TYPES OF 
CONTEXT TO 

CONSIDER

Narrative

Historical

Literary



9Happy shall they be who take your little ones and dash them 

against the rock!

- Psalm 137:9



1By the rivers of Babylon— there we sat down and there we 

wept when we remembered Zion.

2On the willows there we hung up our harps.

3For there our captors asked us for songs, and our tormentors 

asked for mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”

4How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?

5If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither!

6Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, if I do not 

remember you, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.

- Psalm 137



7Remember, O LORD, against the Edomites the day of 

Jerusalem’s fall, how they said, “Tear it down! Tear it down! 

Down to its foundations!”

8O daughter Babylon, you devastator! Happy shall they be who 

pay you back what you have done to us!

9Happy shall they be who take your little ones and dash them 

against the rock!

- Psalm 137



TYPES OF 
CONTEXT TO 

CONSIDER

Narrative

Historical

Literary

Cultural





13…I will never eat meat…

- 1 Corinthians 8:13



13…eat whatever is set before you…

- 1 Corinthians 10:27



9But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow 

become a stumbling-block to the weak. 10For if others see you, 

who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might 

they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the 

point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your 

knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are 

destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your 

family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin 

against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I 

will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.

- 1 Corinthians 8:9-13



24Do not seek your own advantage, but that of others. 25Eat 

whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any 

question on the ground of conscience, 26for ‘the earth and its 

fullness are the Lord’s.’ 27If an unbeliever invites you to a meal 

and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you 

without raising any question on the ground of 

conscience. 28But if someone says to you, ‘This has been 

offered in sacrifice’, then do not eat it, out of consideration for 

the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience—
29I mean the other’s conscience, not your own.

- 1 Corinthians 10:24-29





THE FOUR 
“LOVES”

Eros

sexual love

Storge

affection

Philios

friendship

Agape

unconditional, 
covenantal 

love



15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said 

to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Feed my lambs.’ 16A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of 

John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17He said to 

him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter 

felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love 

me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know 

that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.

- John 21:15-17



15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

‘Simon son of John, do you agape me more than these?’ He 

said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I philio you.’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16A second time he said to him, ‘Simon 

son of John, do you agape me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you 

know that I philio you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17He 

said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 

Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you 

philio me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you 

know that I philio you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.

- John 21:15-17



Shalom = presence of wholeness, health, harmony, 

completeness, tranquility



Shalom = presence of wholeness, health, harmony, 

completeness, tranquility

Peace = absence of conflict



The earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face 

of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. - Genesis 1:2

But the spirit of the LORD took possession of Gideon; and he 

sounded the trumpet, and the Abiezrites were called out to 

follow him.
- Judges 6:34

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 

the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.

- Isaiah 40:7



Yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the 

law but through faith in Jesus Christ.

- Galatians 2:15



Yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the 

law but through faith in Jesus Christ.

- Galatians 2:15

διὰ πίστεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ



Yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the 

law but through faith in Jesus Christ.

- Galatians 2:15

διὰ πίστεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ

through faith in Christ



Yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the 

law but through faith in Jesus Christ.

- Galatians 2:15

διὰ πίστεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ

through faith in Christ

through the faith of Christ



Since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation (NRSV)

- 1 Thessalonians 5:8

Since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation (AMP)

Since we belong to the day, let’s stay sober, wearing 

faithfulness and love as armor… (CEB)

Let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the 

armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the 

confidence of our salvation. (NLT)



But we, who are of the day, clothed with the breastplate of 

faith and love, and wearing as a helmet the confidence of 

salvation, let us be calm (TRPT)

- 1 Thessalonians 5:8



EVERY TRANSLATION IS AN 
INTERPRETATION



For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans 

for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 

hope. (NRSV)

- Jeremiah 29:11

For surely I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 

plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future. (NIV)



10For thus says the LORD: Only when Babylon’s seventy years 

are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise 

and bring you back to this place. 11For surely I know the plans I 

have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope. 12Then when you call 

upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13When 

you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all 

your heart, 14I will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will 

restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and 

all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will 

bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

- Jeremiah 29:10-14


