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On Second Thought...
By the time this newsletter is in your hands we will 
be less than a month away from hearing those sto-
ried words, “It ’s football time in Tennessee!” Being 
a fan of the Tennessee Volunteers is not always an 
easy task, as you well know. We have had our share 
of disappointments…and then some. Tennessee 
fans are interesting, though, because even if things 
aren’t disappointing we find a way to manufacture 
disappointment. Remember the 1998 season when 
we went undefeated and won the National Cham-
pionship in resounding fashion? Ah, yes…me, too! 
I also remember all the Tennessee fans that year 
who said, “It ’s just a shame that Peyton Manning 
wasn’t part of this. It would have been so much bet-
ter if he had been the quarterback.”

Still, this is the time of year when it ’s really great 
being a Vols’ fan because at this time of year the 
possibilities are wide open. Just before the sea-
son starts we all get really excited, thinking, “This 
could be THE year! The year we beat Florida and 
Alabama and Georgia and win the SEC!” Granted, 
given last season and this being Coach Pruitt ’s 
first season and, you know, just being realistic, not 
too many people are saying such things this year. 
But way, way, deep, deep down…I guarantee you 
it ’s in the back of the minds of most fans. “Who 
knows? It could happen. If enough things go right. 
You never know!” At the start of the season, any-
thing is possible. 

Hope. Endless possibilities. It ’s what keeps us 
going. I feel the same way every time I stand on the 
first tee of the golf course. “This could be the day! 
This is the day I’m going break 80! I’m going to 
make every putt and hit every fairway!” Then real-
ity sets in and I’m 6 over par after only four holes 
and my hope comes crashing back to earth. Still…I 
practice, and I study the golf swing and I return to 
the course again and again. Not just because I love 
the game, which I do, but because I love that feel-
ing of being on the first tee and everything being in 
front of me. I love the idea of endless possibilities!

I think life is like 
this. Whether we 
recognize it at spe-
cial times like the 
start of a new year, or 
on special occasions like a 
birthday or anniversary or 
graduation, or at the begin-
ning of every day when we 
wake up, life is full of these 
liminal moments when time is frozen and 
we stand at the threshold between “what has been” 
and “what could be.” These are the times when we 
realize that the past may shape us, inform us, and 
instruct us, but it does not have to define us. I think 
the people that do life well are the people who rec-
ognize the liminality of each moment; who are 
always able to recognize the endless possibilities 
ahead. I try, but I’m much better with it at golf and 
UT Football than I am with it at life.

Our faith helps us, though. The grace and mercy 
and forgiveness God offers us in Jesus Christ says, 
“I don’t care about what you did yesterday, I care 
about you and who you are.” Not being able to let 
go of our failures, being paralyzed and trapped by 
our past: this is no way to live. It ’s spiritual death. 
Jesus said, “The thief comes only to kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life, and have it abun-
dantly.” ( John 10:10) God is a God of endless and 
abundant possibilities, whether we are standing on 
the brink of a new day or the brink of our next 200 
years as a congregation. This is the hope that Jesus 
offers us, the hope we are called to carry within our 
very being and share with the world. 

May the failures of your past stay there. May your 
future be full of endless and abundant possibilities. 
May you keep pursuing whatever endeavors bring 
you joy with hope in your heart. And may Coach 
Pruitt have a great first season. Go Vols!

Pastor Tim

Grace and peace…
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August 5th  Jairus' Daughter (Great Physician) Mark 5:21-43
August 12th The Lepers (Great Physician)  Luke 17:11-19
August 19th  The Blind Man (Great Physician) Mark 8:22-26
August 26th The Paralytic (Great Physician) Mark 2:1-12

worship & celebration

Our sermon series on the scenes depicted in the stained 
glass windows of the sanctuary continues in August. We 
will spend the month looking at the scenes depicted in the 
Great Physician window, which detail some of Jesus’ most 
famous healings. Upcoming topics are:

 Stained Glass Sermon Series

This summer we have been singing the Most Popular 
Hymns of Second Presbyterian Church, as voted on by you, 
the members. This will continue through October when we 
reveal the #1 Most Popular Hymn on our 200th Anniversary 
Sunday, October 21st. Here are the ones we have sung so far:

#21 – The Church’s One Foundation ( June 3rd)
#20 – Just a Little Talk with Jesus ( June 10th)
#19 – Morning Has Broken ( June 17th)
#18 – In the Garden ( June 24th)
#17 – Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ( July 1st)
#16 – Here I Am, Lord ( July 8th)
#15 – Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ( July 15th)
#14 – All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name ( July 22nd)
#13 – I Danced in the Morning ( July 29th)

Second’s Most Popular Hymns…So Far!
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Hopefully you have heard by now that the Session 
has removed the “interim” designation from the 
titles of our musicians and hired Matthew Mimbs 
as Director of Music & Arts, and David Stultz as 
Assistant Director of Music & Organist. The 
Session made this decision due to overwhelming 
feedback from the congregation during the search 
for a new Director of Music & Arts. The Session 
realizes this decision reverses the decision of the 
previous Session to seek one person for the role, 
however it was clear to them that these two men 
are a gift from God, that the two of them can 
help us realize our Vision for Worship, and that 
the congregation is extremely pleased with the 
work they have done and wanted to see the rela-
tionship with them continue.

Matt Mimbs will be the Director of Music & 
Arts and will be responsible for the overall music 

ministry of the congregation. David Stultz will 
be the Assistant Director of Music & Organist. 
His primary role will be as organist for the con-
gregation, but he will also occasionally rehearse 
and direct the choirs of Second under Matt ’s 
guidance. Both, together, will be responsible for 
working with the pastoral staff and Worship 
Ministry Unit to implement the Vision for Wor-
ship articulated by the Session in April 2017.

If you would like a further explanation of this 
decision and did not receive the congregational 
letter that was sent out, please stop by the church 
office and we will give you a copy. We are very 
excited about this decision and feel this will be the 
best way to serve the congregation and achieve our 
Vision for Worship. Please “officially” welcome 
Matt and David into the Second family the next 
time you see them!

Second's Music Staff
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Our Summer Sunday School book discussion of 
Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White by Rev. 
Adam Hamilton concludes in August. For the 
month of August we will turn to political and 
social issues and how Christians can be peace-

makers on these divisive issues. We’d love for you 
to join us in the Mary Chambers Room on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 if you haven’t already. We do a 
quick recap of the chapter at the start of class each 
week and then move quickly into discussion.

Summer Sunday School – Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White

August 5th  Chapter 19: Homosexuality at the Center

August 12th   Chapter 21: Faith and the Presidential Elections

August 19th   Chapter  22: A Worthy V is ion for  Amer ica 
 
August 26th  Chapter 23: The Radical Center

Registration is open for the Interfaith trip to 
the Holy Land with Temple Beth-El on June 
11-21, 2019. We will be visiting both Christian 
and Jewish holy sites. To register or found out 
more please go to: https://arzaworld.com/inter-
faith-trip-to-israel-2019.aspx or see Pastor Tim.

Interfaith Trip to Israel

discipleship

The 136th Stated Meeting of The Presbytery of 
East Tennessee will meet at the Korean Presby-
terian Church in Knoxville on Saturday, August 
18th. Donna Matlock and Doug Matthews will 
be our Ruling Elder Commissioners. The meet-
ing is open to anyone who would like to attend 
and will begin at 10:00 a.m.

August Presbytery Meeting
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care & compassion

Come join in the fun and fellowship, walk down 
Memor y Lane and create a new special memor y.

Fix one of your favorite dishes to share (or buy 
one at your favorite grocery store.) If you bring a 
homemade dish, consider bringing the recipe to 
share. Others can then “savor the flavor” again in 
the future.

Bring a memor y to share and (if applicable) a 
visible “treasure” that goes along with that memory. 
This can be from your childhood or adulthood at 
any age. Since this is the 200th anniversary of the 
church memories about Second Presbyterian Church 
are especially welcome, however, the memory can 
be family-related, work-related, service related or 
leisure related … you decide. 

Make a reservation for yourself and your guest(s). 
If you were in a Circle this past season, you will be 
called. If not please call Mariann Thuesen at (865) 
253-7653 by Friday August 10th. Even though a 
caterer is not involved, it is helpful to know how 
many tables to set, etc. Four ladies are setting up 
and decorating for the event. 

You can help to make this a “memorable” event by 
being there with your special dish and memory.

Notice of the Vote and Motion on the Presbyterian 
Women’s Organizational Restructure and Elec-
tion of Officers to be taken on Tuesday, August 14 
following the 11 a.m. luncheon. You can get copies 
of the Notice/Motion in the Atrium or from Mary 
Farmer upon request, 525-2939, mmfarmer819@
gmail.com.

Please prayerfully consider and look forward to joining 
with us in our simplified, but expanded (assuming 
affirmative member vote at the 8/14 meeting) PW 
interest group format.  The initial groups as request-
ed include 1) Bible Study, 2) Knitting and Crafts, 3) 
Missions, and 4) Gardening/Housekeeping. Signups 
for those interest areas will begin August 1 with 
sheets on the Church Bulletin Boards in the hallway 
leading from the Atrium. We'd like people to sign 
up before or at the August 14 PW Luncheon.  Each 
group will gather individually to pick it's preferred 
meeting day, time, and frequency.  Bible Study will 
continue to meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

Covered dish luncheon // August 14th  at 11:00 A.m.

"Memories to Savor" - Annual PW PIcnic
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One letter…… that’s all it takes to turn Job into 
Joy. And that is how I feel about my employ-

ment with Second Presbyterian Church. It is not a 
job, it is a joy – to be in contact with members who 
are living in the margins, who have become frag-
ile, who have needs that don’t show, who are hurt-
ing and/or lonely, or who may not even know that 
they need a friend. These are my people, my flock, 
my charges and I love them all. 

That’s not to say there are no challenges. But help-
ing to find solutions or simply being present as 
someone struggles to find answers or make sense 
of their situation are tasks I readily take on.  I don’t 
always have the right answers or the perfect solu-
tion and often not even the right words, but I per-
severe and continue doing my best to fulfill my role 
as your Visitation Minister. 

And I find joy in helping; I am blessed by the op-
portunity to serve others. But more than that, I 
am uplifted by the tenacity of folks who are facing 
their personal journeys with grace and dignity and 
determination. I am encouraged by their desire to 
keep on living the best way they know how. I am 
moved by their love for God and their willingness 
to accept what is, while being assured that the Ho-
ly Spirit is by their side.

So I ask you to please pray for this ministry and to 
continue to share your concerns with me – about 
your friends, your family or yourself – and I will 
continue to do my best to comfort those in need, 
to be present when that is called for and to provide 
a continued connection to the church for our most 
vulnerable members.

When Job Becomes Joy

Jan Barber

8 



Coming together around the table to share a 
meal is such an important way for our church 

family to live out its calling as a community of 
faith. Around the table we learn one another’s sto-
ries, we share our joys and our sorrows, and we 
grow closer as the family of God. Each time we 
gather around the table and share a meal as Jesus 
did with his disciples in that upper room, we pro-
claim his saving death until he comes again. 

What could make this time even more special, 
you might ask? Well, what if we took turns pre-
paring our Wednesday night meal for our fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ? In the coming year, 
we are looking to revamp the way that we do our 
Wednesday night meals by having meal teams. 
What would it mean to be on a meal team? It 
would mean that you, along with your team, would 
be responsible for providing dinner when it is 

your team’s turn. This may mean sharing one of 
your favorite recipes and cooking a home cooked 
meal, or it could mean sharing one of your favor-
ite restaurants by lining up enough food from that 
restaurant to feed the crowd. 

These teams will not only allow for an extra time 
of fellowship with your team; but they will likely 
also allow us to lower the per person cost for 
dinner, making our Wednesday night dinners a bit 
more approachable, particularly for young fam-
ilies. So, if you have a favorite recipe or even a 
favorite restaurant, we hope you’ll share it with all 
of us on Wednesday nights!

If you’re interested in being on a cooking team, 
or if you have gathered a team, please let Sarah 
Morgan know. 

Cooking Teams

M E A L  T E A M S
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Sarah, Sydney, Lily, and Kylie had a great trip to 
Massanetta Springs in early July. They, along with 
other middle school students and adult leaders from 
up and down the east coast, studied Isaiah 43:1-2 
through keynote, worship, recreation, and workshops. 
We learned that we are created, claimed, and called by 
God. The girls enjoyed doing energizers, making new 
friends, participating in a Rise Against Hunger event, 
learning new things in keynote and workshops, and 
dipping their toes in the spring. They are so grateful to 
those who sponsored summer trips and allowed them 
to grow closer to one another and to God through this 
meaningful time away.

Massanetta Springs

Please join us for worship on Sunday August 19 as 
we will be blessed with the beautiful melodies of the 
Second Pres Choir Reunion. As part of the 200th 
Anniversary some of our former choir members will 
be joining us to joyfully express our appreciation for 
Second Pres Knox and all of the memories and love we 
experienced here. 

The choir and their families will enjoy a catered lunch 
after worship and we would like to ask for volunteers to 
bring desserts for them to enjoy. Please leave your food 
offerings in the kitchen that Sunday morning (or with 
the church office if you deliver during the week prior).

Thank you for your support of this fun adventure!

2nd Pres. Choir Reunion Committee

Children's ministry wants you! If you have a heart 
for children and want the chance to get to know the 
children of Second Presbyterian Church a little bit 
better, we have an opportunity just for you. If you would 
be interested in being a nursery helper and/or helping 
with children's Sunday school on an occasional basis, 
please let Sarah or Holly know.

We Want You!

When?   Wednesday, August 15th
Where?  Seasons (Turkey Creek)
Time?    12:00 p.m. 
Title:      The Day The World Came To Town, 
                  9-11, Gander, Newfoundland 
Author:  Jim DeFede 
Leader:  Arlys

When?   Wednesday, September 19th
Where?  Library
Time?    3:00 p.m. 
Title:      The Masterpiece 
Author:  Francine Rivers
Leader:  Leslie

2nd Readers
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august birthdays

july visitors
Michael Schmidt

Christy & David Cooper
Patricia Stultz

Harry, Suly & Alex Cordatos
John Quillen

Marley Hayes
Brad Nellis

Patricia & Geoffrey Kennedy
Travis, Leah & Ellen Franklin

Karen Vance
Matthew & Stephanie Cummings

Susan Brackney
Donna, Alex, Sarah Joan Hoppsted

Andy Morgan
Laurel Dunn

Martin Hennessee
Terry & Kay Weaver

Patsy Tarvine
Ruth Pugh

Kim Hudgens

Kathy Thomas 8/05
John Reynolds 8/07

Kim Elrod 8/10
Rockne Ullrich 8/12
Charlsey Dunn 8/14

Dean Turner 8/15
John Wilson 8/17

Louise Josephson 8/18
Bea Corbitt 8/19

Kathryn Freeman 8/21
Angie Bell 8/23

Betsy Foster 8/24
Caroline Buckner 8/26

Janet Vail 8/28
John Testerman 8/29

This month, the High Five Award 
is being given to Paul Sexauer. 

You see Paul in the balcony every 
Sunday running the sound, but 
you may not know all that job en-

tails. Paul gets here very early every 
Sunday to set everything up, make sure 

all the batteries are fresh, and ensure the audio 
and video feeds are all working properly. Paul also 
takes care of our live stream, spending countless 
hours setting things up, updating software, staying 
up-to-date on the latest technology, and working 
to find the fix when things don’t work like they 
are supposed to. In addition, Paul oversees the 
schedule for our high school students who help 
with the sound and video, works with the Worship 
Ministry Unit to plan worship and think about 
worship matters, and is part of a new Technology 
Team that is thinking strategically about our tech-
nology needs. As if that isn’t enough, whenever 
there is a funeral or a concert, Paul is here to make 
sure that all sound and video needs are taken care 
of. Paul puts in many hours here at Second and, 
given that he lives in Sevierville, this is no small 
sacrifice on his part. It’s all a labor of love, though, 
and Paul is always positive, upbeat, and greets everyone 
with a smile. Here’s a big High Five to Paul! If you see 
him, let him know how much he is appreciated.

The High Five Award



service & outreach

Help still wanted for the West View 
Work Day on Saturday, August 4th at 
8:30 until noon. If you did not sign up 
yet to help, it is not too late! If you can 
only help part of the time please come 
anyway. The more hands the better!

Contact Donna Matlock at dmatlock@
utk.edu or (865) 898-7517 and spec-
ify indoor or outdoor work. Thank you 
very much!

Help Still Wanted! West View Work Day!
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The 200-A-Month collection in August is for the 
Montgomery Village Ministry. Please bring these 
men's and women's hygiene products: deodorant, 
body soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
shampoo and body lotion.

200th anniversary
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SPC Preschool says thank you for the colored markers! 
Look at how these talented artists used the markers!
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THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

Co-Chairs, Arvilee and Helen Grant; Clara Hardin

The celebratory year for Second Presby-
terian Church’s 200th Anniversary is 
nearing its end and will close with the 

October 21, 2018, worship service. The years 
for Second Presbyterian Church from 1996 to 
2018 have been difficult ones for its changing 
congregation. On reflection, the church’s recent 
chosen paths sometimes appear smooth and 
clear and sometimes murky. We make no judg-
ments on these chosen paths, but, as we con-
tinue to examine the memories of God’s chil-
dren at Second Church, we dare to cite two very 
different stories of roads taken in a brand new, 
confusing 21st century in a very troubled world.  
These two stories began less than a year apart.  

Two Second Church members have volunteered to 
share their memories of these two stories. Char-
lotte Klieman and Clara Hardin are both long-
time members along with their family members 
of Second Church, have served repeatedly as offi-
cers of the church, chairs and members of stand-
ing committees, fund raisers, mission workers, 
leaders and supporters of Presbyterian Women.

Story Number 1

In the summer of 2008 Second Presbyterian 
Church was again operating without a pastor. 
The church was led by a part-time interim pastor 
who lived in North Carolina. Church member-
ship continued to drop, but officers and members 
forged on with its usual diverse Sunday School 
classes, session and congregational committees 
and a Pastor Search Committee.

In our first story Second Church is not the begin-
ning focus. It begins with an act of murder and 
mayhem and is unfortunately a part of the Ten-
nessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church’s 

history. Second Presbyterian Church, as a neigh-
bor, is examined here only because we became 
a part of the Unitarian Church’s struggle to 
recover from such a loss.
  
We quote from news accounts:

The date was July 27, 2008, and about 200 members 
and guests had gathered for a special Sunday morning 
service featuring children of the Unitarian Church 
performing “Annie, Jr.”, a children’s musical produc-
tion.

Jim D. Adkisson entered the Unitarian Church and 
at about 10:15am, he opened a guitar case, took out 
a shotgun and began shooting at the adults gathered 
in the sanctuary. Adkisson killed two and wounded 
six others before he was subdued by members of the 
church. In a note found later the shooter stated that 
he was motivated by his hatred for the liberal move-
ment—liberals in general, as well as gays. 

On that same Sunday morning of July 27, 2008, 
Second Presbyterians were gathered in several 
first and second floor Sunday School classes. Dr. 
Waterstradt, Second’s interim pastor, was teach-
ing in an upstairs classroom. Charlotte Klieman 
was serving as the Deacon on Duty in the atrium 
(acting as a substitute for Dick Dodson who had 
accidentally double scheduled himself and had 
asked Charlotte to sub for him). Support staff 
included Justin Grimm, sexton-on-duty, Brian 
Newman, Sound Technician, and Holly Beets 
working with the Children’s Ministries.

Frantic screams of young children suddenly 
blasted from Second Church’s parking lot into 
the church building. Soon thereafter, staff 
and some members began knocking on class-
room doors, requesting that all remain in their 

16 



rooms because of possible danger from unknown 
shooter(s) next door at the Unitarian Church.
Charlotte Klieman’s memories of that sad day 
are, no doubt, painful to recall, but she agreed to 
put into words her own recollections so that the 
reader could personally share the chaotic nature 
of that Sunday experience.
It all started when one of our members approached 
my desk, saying, “See if you can help this boy”.  He 
was about nine years old, wide-mouthed and scream-
ing incoherently. He was wearing a loose white dress 
shirt and oversized men’s black pants with black 
markings on his face. (It was his costume for the 
“Annie, Jr.” play.)

I f inally understood what he was trying to say, “He’s 
going to kill my Dad; he’s going to shoot him!”  I am 
asking, “Where?  Where?”  He points to the parking 
lot and says, “Our church!”  That was a heart stop-
ping moment for me—all I could think was—“Notify 
the Preschool building!  Lock the church!”—None of 
which I knew how to do. (The police requested that 
everyone stay inside the church with all outer doors 
locked. Staff and church members rushed to comply.)

Holly Beets took care of the screaming boy and the 
other kids that came running into the atrium from 
the parking lot.  The children had been told,“There’s 
a bad man in the church with a gun—run up the hill 
to the church next door!”  Some of the children were 
so terrif ied that they hid in bushes between the two 
churches.  I do remember running along the upstairs 
hallway to the Faith, Science, and Future Sunday 
School room to notify Dr. Waterstradt.

By that time, the children were being taken to the 
upstairs youth room. I peeked in and was aston-
ished to see that Margaret Manrod, a former Second 
Church member, was watching the children and 
handing out snacks. “Where did she come from?” 

was all I could think. (Bo Shafer brought his guitar 
and sang, prayed, and talked with the children.) 
Another boy, also around nine years old, was dis-
traught, hiding in a corner. My understanding was 
that he and the f irst boy were on stage and witnessed 
the shooting.  There were some older, middle school 
age children outside in the hallway—some from the 
Unitarian Church and some from Second Church—
all tearful; all in shock.

It wasn’t long before some frantic parents and older 
siblings began coming to get their children. Two 
mothers and their daughters took shelter in our 
reception off ice; one mom preferred to sit on the floor 
behind the desk. She and her three-year-old daugh-
ter were eye-witnesses; both had trouble hearing due 
to the loud gun shots.

[While Second Church people were occupied, 
our own Rev. Dr. Albert E. Pierson, a retired 
Presbyterian minister, walked down to the Uni-
tarian Church to extend to their congregation his 
personal offer of help and that Second Church.] 
 
Several church members stayed near the off ice with 
me the rest of the morning and into the afternoon, 
helping with the phone calls, the press, and offers to 
help.

By the next morning the leadership of the Ten-
nessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church had 
requested the use of Second Church for coun-
seling sessions for its members on Monday, July 
28, before an evening worship service in Second’s 
sanctuary and was given permission to use the 
church facilities as they needed.

When Second Church’s office and support staff 
came to work that Monday morning, they were 
immediately inundated with phone calls from 
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the national and local news as well as report-
ers wanting access to the building which was 
not granted.  Members of the church came by 
to help and Charlotte Klieman returned to 
assist Pam Owens who coordinated superbly the 
day’s challenges. In addition to Ms. Owens, the 
support staff included Julie Lothrop, Adminis-
trative Assistant, Tom Garlington, Food Ser-
vices, Joe Underwood, sexton, and Parish Nurse, 
Joyce Ryan.

The day was filled with people bringing all kinds 
of foods and beverages for the Unitarian Church 
family and several Second Church volunteers 
were kept busy handling the outpouring of care 
from a concerned community.  With the interim 
minister having left Knoxville Sunday afternoon 
for preparation for an extended trip, Second 
Church had no minister to represent it at the 
evening worship service and Elizabeth Peterson, 
a former associate minister at Second, agreed to 
participate in the service.  

As the day progressed, more and more Second 
Presbyterians arrived to help as the church was 
being readied for the afternoon counseling ses-
sions and the candlelight healing service in the 
evening.  There were Second Church folks all over 
the building, cleaning, moving chairs, hunting 
candles, answering endless press questions, 
setting up tables for a meal for the Unitarian 
families, and later directing traffic and parking, 
greeting and directing a crowd which overfilled 
the sanctuary, even the choir chancel—standing 
room only—with well over 1,000 attendees.

There is no accurate list of all the volunteers 
who came to help that Sunday and Monday, 
and, at the risk of leaving out some names, many 
of those who served Unitarian’s hurting people 
remain unnamed. Never mind. God knows.

Second Presbyterian Church staff and members 
reached out with God’s love and comfort on July 
27 and July 28, 2008. They, indeed, took care of 
their neighbor.  But—here is the amazing part—
The actions of Second Presbyterian Church were 
completely spontaneous! Unlike the custom-
ary Presbyterian way—Second Church had no 
pastor on duty to lead them; no session meeting 
to plan for approval of actions; no committee 
meeting to discuss carefully and plan budget 
requests; no assigned clean-up crews—no plan-
ning, no discussion—just action guided by love 
for God and for his people. 

Many accolades came to Second Presbyterian 
Church for its outpouring of support for the 
mourning, courageous people of the Unitarian 
Church. For these writers, the spontaneity of 
love from Second Church’s actions in July, 2008, 
makes this incident an exceptional account. We 
can find no other like it in Second Presbyterian 
Church’s 200 years of service.  Might it be two 
of our best days in God’s service?

Story Number 2

Clara Hardin has been involved in Second Church’s 
West View School project since its inception in 2009, 
and the program has become an important part of 
the church’s local mission outreach. Clara shares 
with us an overview of the history of the program 
and brings us up-to-date on how this school project 
is progressing in its 10th year of operation.

Very soon after Rev. Brian Wilson’s arrival as 
Senior Pastor April 1, 2009, he approached the 
Mission Committee for a project that would 
reflect the new motto “Off the Hill and into the 
City.”  It was suggested that the church adopt 
a school.  West View Elementary School was 
selected, it being located close to the church and 
in need of attention.
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In June the Session approved the adoption and 
identified funding.  A team quickly organized 
and planned an impressive work day for Saturday, 
August 8. The day dawned brightly and warmly.  
Over 200 volunteers were transported by bus to 
the school, many of them wearing special tee 
shirts.

There were two focal areas of work—the library 
and the playground. Purchases for the library 
were: new furniture, a child-motif rug and a 
rocking chair to define the story time area, 
padded fabric wall hangings depicting children’s 
literature figures.  A group of church seamstresses 
made curtains, and there was considerable clean-
ing done in the room.

The cafeteria got new curtains and banners dis-
playing the “Pillars of Character.”  Later those 
traits were painted on the posts and walls in the 
room. Two hundred new backpacks, supplied by 
Presbyterian Women, were filled with school sup-
plies, and the first-aid room and the teachers’ 
lounge were stocked.

Outside 75-100 volunteers worked to clean up the 
grounds and improve the playground. Under the 
swings there was new under-layment and mats. 
The fence row was cleared, grass mowed, flower 
beds planted, the picnic table repaired and a couple 
of benches built.  Two tractor-trailer loads of mulch 
were spread. At the end of the morning the volun-
teers enjoyed lunch and fellowship in the cafeteria.

The first West View Work Day in 2009.
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Second’s involvement did not stop with Work 
Day.  Members served in many ways.  Many vol-
unteered as tutors and mentors and classroom 
helpers.  One member, when moving to a senior 
residence, gave several pictures to the school.   
For a couple of years there was an after-school 
drama program for fourth and fifth graders led 
by a member of the church staff.  A couple of 
programs a year were given for families and 
church members with a dinner following pro-
vided by the church.  For several years Presbyte-
rian Women provided the food for the weekend 
meal bags and funded book drives to give the 
children free books.

There has been a work day every year since 2009.  
In subsequent years the work was less major as it 
became maintenance. (Grounds volunteers would 
probably say their work has remained major.)  
Some years volunteers have painted stairway rail-
ings inside and out, cleaned windows, helped 
teachers set up their classrooms for the year, dec-
orated the bulletin boards. In some years there 
were special projects such as enhancing the teach-
ers’ lounge with new furniture and refrigerator.

The church has always stayed involved with the 
school throughout the academic year in many 
ways. There have been treats for the teachers and 

2016 West View Work Day.
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door prizes at staff meetings to show appreci-
ation; the prayer shawl ministry team knitted 
winter caps for the students; members have par-
ticipated in school events and activities such as 
family game nights; the Christmas Angel Tree 
has provided gifts for some of the children; 
school supplies are donated by members; and 
this year the 200-a-Month 200th Anniversary 
project collected 1153 pencils for the students.
While numbers of those involved has lessened 
through the years, the church’s commitment to 
West View School has not. This spring West 
View received the Oak Ridge Associated Uni-
versities Extreme Classroom Makeover STEM 

grant which has provided some special materi-
als for the school. This recognition reflects the 
improvement in West View.  Second church has 
played a major role in that progress.  In 2018 we 
continue to respond corporately and individually 
to the needs of the school as we seek to serve our 
neighbor.

Sources: Session Minutes 2009, Second Edition 
2009 and 2010; Conversations with Bev Kuhlman, 
Terry Chumley, and Rachel Norman July 2018 by 
Clara Hardin.

Gifts of framed prints given to West View Elementary School.
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On August 16-18 and 20-22, the UT Sorority Village will be utilizing our parking 
lot for rush activities. We have been happy to offer them our space in the past and are 
glad to do so again this year. Please be advised that if you come to the church on one 
of those days, parking may be a little more crowded than it usually is during the week.

UT Sorority Village Parking

Jan-June 2018
Actual

Jan-June 2018
Budget

2018
Budget

Pledged Offerings $259,209 $245,210 $490,420
Non-pledged 
Offerings

$41,784 $27,500 $55,000

Preschool $10,000 $100 $20,000
Other $83,229 $81,750 $143,700
TOTAL GIVING $394,222 $354,560 $709,120

TOTAL EXPENSES $365,447 $382,848 $709,120

NET $28,775 ($28,288) $0

Church Financial Report
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2019 Class 
Ed Batts 

Donna Matlock 
Tim Wright 

Marty McLean 
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Jimmy Cheek 
Clara Hardin 
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Margaret Walther 

 
2021 Class 

Monica Casey 
Betsy Foster 
John Henley 

Cleston Jones 
 

Rev. Tim Reynolds, Moderator 
Nancy Montgomery, Clerk 

 
“Ruling elders, together with teaching elders 
(pastors), exercise leadership, government, 

spiritual discernment, and discipline and have 
responsibilities for the life of a congregation as 
well as the whole church, including ecumenical 

relationships.” 
PC(USA) Book of Order G-2.0301 
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Marianne Nichols 
Accountant 
mnichols@rhptn.com 
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