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On Second Thought...
What kind of doctor was Dr. Seuss? A PhD? No, 
although at one time he’d hoped to be a PhD. An 
MD? No, although his type of medicine – laughter – 
is good for the soul. Maybe that ’s the kind of doctor 
he was, or is – a doctor of the soul, a doctor of wis-
dom, a healer of the heart. Maybe we should think 
of him as a spiritual cardiologist. We usually think of 
him, however, as just a children’s author, and that ’s 
not wrong. Publishers Weekly’s list of the bestsell-
ing hardcover children’s books of all time shows Dr. 
Seuss on top by a lot, both in total units sold (650 
million) and number of books in the top 100 (16). 
Today, almost 30 years after his death, one out every 
four children’s first book is a Dr. Seuss book. 

Theodor Seuss Geisel’s first career goal was not to be 
a children’s author, however, it was to be a professor 
of English literature. Upon graduating Dartmouth 
in 1925, he set out to earn a doctorate in English at 
Oxford. He found the faculty at Oxford much too 
stuffy and humorless for his taste, however, so he 
headed to Vienna to study modern German drama. 
This didn’t suit him either. His next stop was the 
Sorbonne in Paris, where he set out to write a dis-
sertation on Jonathan Swift. Finding his professors 
to be uninterested and unhelpful, Geisel returned to 
America and that which he loved above all – Helen 
Palmer, whom he married. After working as an illus-
trator on advertising campaigns, drawing political 
cartoons, and working in the animation and film 
department of the U.S. Army during World War 
II, Geisel turned his attention to writing children’s 
books after the war, doing so under the pen name he 
adopted as an undergraduate.

This summer we are going to be looking at some of 
Dr. Seuss’ best-loved stories in worship and I think 
it ’s important to know a few important things about 
Ted Geisel: he was well-educated, extremely intel-
ligent, and possessed a depth that he didn’t care to 
wear on his sleeve. Too often we think that the sto-
ries of Dr. Seuss are just fun, fluff, frivolity – a bunch 
of silliness with an occasional moral lesson. I think 
this overlooks the depth contained in Theodor Gei-
sel’s writings. It seems that Mr. Geisel may have felt 
the same way. In their biography, Dr. Seuss and Mr. 

Geisel, Judith and Neal 
Morgan describe Ted 
Geisel’s disappoint-
ment following the 
opening of a 1986 
retrospective exhibi-
tion of his work at the 
San Diego Museum of Art. 
The director of the museum 
claimed that Mr. Geisel was 
“starved for somebody…
who understood what he 
was trying to do as an artist and did not 
see him solely as a children’s author.”

As one who reads a lot of theological thinking, I have 
found a depth in Dr. Seuss’ writings that has often 
been overlooked. Examining his work through the 
lens of Christian faith, I have found many parallels 
between what is said in his books and what is said 
in the Bible. I do not think this is an accident. As a 
young man, Geisel attended the Episcopal Church of 
his mother, the Lutheran Church of his father, and 
was later part of the Methodist Church. We know 
that he was thinking about theological issues early 
on in his career. While a student at Oxford he pro-
posed to the Oxford University Press that they pub-
lish and he illustrate a new edition of Milton’s poetic 
masterpiece, Paradise Lost. He was turned down.

I have no evidence for this, but I think that he never 
forgot this snub and became determined to one day 
write his own brand of popular Christian poetry 
and illustrate it himself. I think that Ted Geisel 
was a first-rate theologian and that his theological 
thought was intentionally embedded in the work he 
left us. My hope this summer is to explore some of 
these theological themes as we examine the parallels 
between Dr. Seuss’ writings and what we find in the 
Bible. If this allows us to see the Gospel from a new 
angle, then we can be grateful. If it allows us to find 
some modern spiritual application in our lives, then 
we will be blessed.

Grace and peace....
Grace and peace…
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worship & celebration

Theodore Seuss Geisel – better known as 
Dr. Seuss – has left an indelible mark on the 
lives of at least three generations of children 
and will continue to impact generations of 
children to come. This June and July, Pastor 
Tim will explore some of Dr. Seuss’ best-
known stories to discover the spiritual rele-
vance they have for our lives and to see how 
they might help us understand the Gospel 
in new (or maybe not-so-new) ways. Listed 
below are the stories for each Sunday. We 
encourage you to read, or re-read, them in 
advance of worship each week. This series 
is intended to be fun and playful, while also 
allowing us to revisit the stories we read as 
children, and/or read to our children, in a 
way that enhances our spiritual growth. Fair 
warning – we may be using a screen and pro-
jector in worship to look at pictures from 
the stories! Pastor Sarah will be following 
the Revised Common Lectionary on the 
Sundays she preaches.

Upcoming Sermons/Topics
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June 2nd  Lectionary     

June 9th  The Cat in the Hat

June 16th The Lorax  

June 23rd  Green Eggs & Ham  

June 30th  Are You My Mother/Gerald McBoing Boing

July 7th Lectionary

July 14th I Had Trouble Getting to Solla Sollew

July 21st Did I Ever Tell You How Lucky You Are?

July 28th Oh, The Places You Will Go

5th Sunday Worship
June 30th will be our next 5th Sunday Worship. 
We will gather in the Fellowship Hall that 
morning for Sunday morning worship service. 
See you there!

Second Sunday Worship in June – Healing & Wholeness Service
All are invited to join us on the Second Sunday 
in June at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel as we bring our 
needs, hurts, and brokenness before the Lord. This 
quiet, meditative service is an opportunity to expe-
rience and share in the power of prayer as the Body 
of Christ as we pray for each other, our communi-
ty, and for the world. During the service, partici-
pants will be offered the opportunity to receive the 
laying on of hands and prayer, to be anointed with 
oil, to pray silently in the pews, or to light a candle.

The Directory for Worship reminds us that 
“Healing was an integral part of the ministry of 
Jesus which the church has been called to continue 
as one dimension of its concern for the whole-
ness of people. Through services for wholeness, the 
church enacts in worship its ministry as a healing 
community. The vital element of worship in the 
service for wholeness is prayer, since this is essen-
tially a time of waiting in faith upon God.”

The New Testament Greek word for healing is sozo, 
the same word that is also translated as salvation 
and wholeness. Spiritual healing is God’s work of 
offering wholeness to body, mind, spirit, and rela-
tionships through confession, forgiveness, and rec-

onciliation. Our healing God works, through the 
Holy Spirit and the Church, to bring healing and 
wholeness through the ministry of prayer. The 
greatest healing of all occurred when Jesus Christ 
reconciled us with God through his death and res-
urrection. The basic purpose of spiritual healing, 
then, is to renew and strengthen our relationship 
with the living Christ.

The healing ministry of the Church is not magic, 
nor should it be used as a substitute for medicine, 
therapy, or proper self-care. It is the acknowledg-
ment of God’s work in our lives as we seek God’s 
healing power. God does not promise that we will 
be spared suffering. However, God does promise to 
be with us in our suffering. Trusting in this promise, 
we are able to recognize God’s sustaining presence 
in pain, sickness, injury, and estrangement. 
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discipleship

Ministry of Care & Compassion
 Moderators: Marty McLean & Margaret Walther
 Staff Support: Sarah Morgan, Jan Barber
 
Ministry of Stewardship
 Moderators: Jimmy Cheek & John Henley
 Staff Support: Tim Reynolds 
 
Ministry of Service & Outreach
 Moderators: Clara Hardin
 Staff Support: Tim Reynolds

Ministry of Worship & Celebration
 Moderators: Doug Matthews & Betsy Foster
 Staff Support: Tim Reynolds, Sarah Morgan, Matt Mimbs 

Ministry of Discipleship
 Moderators: Monica Casey & Patricia Kennedy
 Staff Support: Tim Reynolds, Sarah Morgan, Holly Grimm

Get InVOLved This Summer!
We need plenty of VOLunteers to do the ministry God has called us to at 
Second Presbyterian Church. If you feel called to serve in ministry, check 
out the schedule below and come to a meeting to find out how God can use 
you to make the world a better place!



care & compassion

Way to Go!
Congratulations Marjorie Reynolds for 
receiving the Presidential Award from 
Church Women United on May 25, 2019!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Bill Arant who was recently 
honored as the 2019 Leadership Knoxville Distin-
guished Alumnus. The award is presented to a Lead-
ership Knoxville alumnus who “exemplifies communi-
ty stewardship, integrity, humility, and a desire to serve 
beyond self.” Way to go, Bill!

Second Has A College Graduate!
Congratulations to our very own Genevieve Hendrix on 
finishing her college degree! Genevieve graduated with 
a BFA in musical theatre from The Hartt School at 
the University of Hartford, CT magna cum laude with 
university honors and a minor in Sociology. Later this 
summer, Genevieve will be moving to the Big Apple to 
pursue her dreams. Congratulations Genevieve!

June Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will meet Tuesday, June 4th at  11:30 
a.m. at the Red Lobster on Kingston Pike (just past 
West Town Mall). Please call Mariann Thuesen for 
reservations (865) 253-7653. All are welcome!

Genevieve Hendrix
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Presbyterian Women May Activities

Maybe you know where there are skeins of left-
over yarn just lying and waiting for someone to 
create something with them.  The circle is hop-
ing that you will pull out of storage those skeins 
and donate them to PW.  When you and friends 
are spring house cleaning, gather that yarn 
to help keep someone warm this winter. Call 
Cheryl if you wish to donate.

The Presbyterian Women of Second Presbyterian 
Church has scheduled its last meeting of its 2018-
2019 program year for Tuesday, June 11, 2019, to be 
held at Shannondale Retirement Center. Meeting in 
this location at this time offers a chance to observe 
some amazing, historic changes for Shannondale!

Second Presbyterian Church in the early 
1960s was one major catalyst in the 
founding of Shannondale Retirement 
Community (a nonprofit corpora-
tion) conceived and proposed by the 
Union Presbytery. Second Church 
provided significant “seed” monies 
and leadership from its first, long 
term CEO Neal Cooper, a member 
of Second Church, and from its first 
board of trustees including several Sec-
ond Church members. In the over fifty 
years since, Second Church has continued a 
close relationship with Shannondale where Sec-
ond’s members have continued to serve on the board 
of trustees.

After the initial senior residence buildings were 
built, the growth of Shannondale Community has 
been phenomenal with the addition of a health 
care/nursing home, Buckingham independent liv-
ing homes, an assisted living center, the establish-
ment and flourishing of Shannondale at Maryville, 

and lastly the building of a state-of-the-art thera-
py center named Well Park. Now the community 
is beginning an expansion of its residence offerings 
with the demolishing of those original 1960s room/
apartment buildings to make room for new apart-

ment buildings and 21st century technology.

The Presbyterian Women’s circles will 
have limited activity in the summer 

months, but House and Garden 
plans to plant annual flowers on 
the grounds and Arts and Crafts 
is beginning already to knit win-
ter caps for the homeless and 
West View School.  Both cir-
cles invite volunteers. Call Cheryl 

Ragsdale (865)684-8999 for knit-
ting and Ileen Cheek (865)247-

5258 for planting. One baby shower 
will be announced soon.

The Presbyterian Women’s leadership invites the women of Second to join with us on Tuesday, June 
11, 2019, at Shannondale Retirement Center at 11:30 for lunch and a special musical program provid-
ed by the Somerset Trio of piano, cello, and violin. PW is asking for donations that day to Alzheimer’s 
of Tennessee and will begin taking reservations soon to be announced in the email blast.
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june birthdays
John Henley 6/7
Tim Reynolds 6/7
Jim Thuesen 6/8
Mary Alice Callaway 6/14
Ruth Campbell 6/16
Michael Turner 6/17
Bonnie Beals 6/18
Mary Farmer 6/23
Genevieve Hendrix 6/24
Elizabeth Rochelle 6/25
Helen Ferguson 6/26
Sherri Lee 6/30

Joan Allen
Katherine Rose
Abby Custred
Codie Kunistmann
Kyle Duncan
Matthew Lowe
Carter DePoy
Karen Vance
Shawna Lister
Andy Morgan
Dennis Bailey
Paul Lutz
Elisa & Tom Dietz
Rita Dietz

Ruth Pugh
Barclay Graves
Brisco Graves
Daniel Mounger
Joanne Mounger
Henry Naff
Tony Hardin
Philip Barbour
Bo Campbell
Taylor Duncan
Taisa Duncan
Kyle Duncan
Rebecca Buckner
Mary Beth Buckner

Fred & Susan Brackney
Gary & Sara Pressel
Stephanie Cummings
Sunil M. John
Patricia McPherson
Cathy & Laura Ham’s
Kim & Findlay Hudgens
Zachary Burch
Ginny Williams
Chris Staley
Hunter Haley
Mark & Melinda Denton 
Chip & Desiree Denton
Mary Lynn Marks

may visitors
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service & outreach

An Opportunity to Volunteer

Our FISH food mission, operated in con-
junction with numerous other church-

es and civic groups in Knoxville continuous-
ly since 1972, continues to fill an urgent need 
in our community. Unfortunately, we find that 
we serve roughly half as many families as we 
did a few years ago – not because of a reduced 
demand, but because we don’t have enough vol-
unteers to fill more bags and drive more routes.  
If you can spare about 1-1/2 hours FISH day 
(the 4th Tuesday of the month) the number of 
families served will increase by about 5 to 8  for 
each two persons added to the volunteer group. 
Bagging of groceries is from the supplies in the 
FISH pantry, and is a pleasant team effort. 

Or, if you would rather ride as a helper with 
one of our experienced drivers, that can be both 
pleasant and rewarding, and you needn’t worry 
about getting lost.

Delivery  routes start to move about 11:30 AM, 
and the baggers will have been at the church for 
1 –1/2 hours before that. If you feel like giv-
ing it a try, talk with one of our experienced 
veterans – Marion Frazier, Joe Clark, Caroline 
Buckner, Joan Riedl, Charlotte Klieman, Tim 
Wright, Doug Matthews, Bruce Foster have a 
lot of experience – or just come in and give it a 
try. You’ll be glad you did!



The Pentecost Offering
The Pentecost Offering helps our youth  
begin  life with a strong start - a solid foun-
dation of faith formed in the years from 
childhood through young adulthood. 

The offering will be received on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9th.

40%
stays with this congregation

to support programs for young people in 
our community (Emerald Youth Foundation).

25%
supports Young Adult Volunteers (YAV),

serving in communities around the 
world, and growing as leaders through 

transformative Christian service.

25%
supports Ministries with Youth

to help guide our youth by uniting them in 
Christ and lifting them up as leaders and 

messengers of God's word.

10%
is devoted to children at-risk

to improve education and 
provide safe havens.

Doctors Les and Cindy Morgan, our 
medical missionaries in Bangladesh, are 
retiring after 30 years of service there. On 
June 21st, they will depart Bangladesh and 
continue their service in the USA through 
December to complete their responsibili-
ties as Presbyterian Church USA mission 
co-workers. The Morgans will reside in 
rural northwestern Arkansas.

Les & Cindy Morgan

June 9th - Wear Red!
Pentecost Sunday is June 9th! We ask 
everyone to wear red on that Sun-
day to celebrate the receiving of the 
Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church. 
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youth
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Congratulations to the Second
Presbyterian Church Preschool
Class of 2019! Thank you to all of
our parents, teachers & staff!

Second Presbyterian Church Preschool

preschool
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stewardship

Highlights from the April Session Meeting

Facilities Requests

14 
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• Received reports from the Preschool and Ministry Teams as information. 

• Received the Treasurers Report.

• Transferred Jimmy and Jennifer Stanton from the inactive rolls to Westminster Presbyterian    
  Church in Eugene, Oregon.

• Approved the Baptism of Kennen and Aria Robertson, children of Daniel and Beth 
  Robertson, on June 2, 2019.  

• Approved the motion that expenditures from the designated funds under $500 would be 
  requested from the ministry unit and reported to the Session. If over $500 the expenditure 
  would also be approved by Session.  

• Approved the motion form the Personnel work group to grant a bonus to Pastor Reynolds 
  as a reward for his 2018 performance.  

• Appointed Chris Chadwill as a parent representative to the Pre-School Board.

• Denied The Bonaventure School request to use the church facilities.

• Approved the Service and Outreach Ministry Unit motion to give $1000 to Dan and 
  Elizabeth Turk, $1000 to Les and Cindy Morgan, and $500 to Frank Dimmick from 
  appropriate endowment funds.

• Approved the Facilities Work Team motion to replace ceiling tiles in the gym and 
  atrium and conversion of gym lights to LED lights. 

The Facilities’ work group desire to have the congregation's input as to needed or anticipated 
repairs that they notice. There will be report forms in the Narthex and Atrium for submission. You 
may also email facilities@2ndpres.org with any concerns.
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